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We did this

MANTOVA’s FLUVIAL PORT

Ard is proud to present two 
important projects realized in the 
area of Mantua. This has always 
been a sensitive area when 
“colours” are involved. The 
current trend in “colour psycho-
logy” indicates a  specific 
analysis with the scope of crea-
ting environmentally friendly 
projects.
Here are a few facts about the 
playmakers involved in these 
projects, realized with Ard’s 
premier products.

The Valdaro (Mantua) fluvial 
port
iThis river port is situated in 
the beautiful Mincio park, 
where an impressive 
structure for the stora-
ge of grain has been 
erected.

This structure respects the 
obligations imposed by the 
government department respon-
sible for the environment and 
historical buildings in Brescia. 
The desired effect was obtained 
by focusing on the surrounding 
landscape. The grain deposit was 
built in compliance with the safety 
regulations in force & finished 
with five different shades of blue 
which fade towards the roof.
Now, here are some details 
regarding the professionals invol-
ved in the planning & realization 

of the structure. Now, here are 
some details regarding the 
professionals involved in the 
planning & realization of the 
structure. 

Architect Gabriele Negrini  
(Director - port of Mantua)
“The port of Mantua (Valdaro) is 
in charge of a number of ports in 
this area. There are many water 
courses which, thanks to Europe-
an, state and regional funds,  
benefit from a system which 
comes under the umbrella of 

Mantua. The idea is to create a 
“logistics district” which focuses 
on three forms of transport, 
fluvial, rail and road.”
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This project is geared to create a 
system for logistics through infra-
structures, warehouses, indu-
strial sheds & hangers and 
enhances fluvial transport, consi-
dered an important resource. 
The shunting systems in Lombar-
dy & part of the venetian region is 
evolving and mainly concerns the 
movement of grain, but is coordi-
nated with historical industrial 
ports such as Verona & Cremo-
na.
Considering the nature of the 
contents, the structure has a 
sophisticated fire prevention 
system as  well as state-of-the-
art systems (for loads, overflows 
etc.) which guarantee the securi-
ty of the whole structure.

The government department 
responsible for the environment 
and historical buildings in Brescia 
coordinated the project in order 
to guarantee an aesthetically 
pleasing result which blends 
harmoniously with the surroun-
ding landscape.

Enzo Donzellini - Assistant 
Manager - “The landscape was 
most definitely the core issue. 
During the planning phase parti-
cular importance was given to 
aspects such as the governmen-
tal restrictions, the surrounding 
environment & the port’s activi-
ties. A team of professionals 
worked on the project which 
evolved round the aquatic world 
involved. Five different shades of 
blue (colours of the sky) , all of 
which blended harmoniously 
were chosen”.

The choice was between 
“shades of blue” or “shades of 
green” (considered a valid alter-
native). The former was chosen 
to enhance the context in 
question - fluvial transport -.

The “psychology of colours” or 
rather ….“philosophy in the 
construction industry” which I 
consider highly important,  focu-
ses on projects which “echo” the 
surroundings and simply fit in!

Nursery School – Gianfranco 
Farinelli - This nursery school 
(named after Gianfranco Farinelli 
in Governolo) was built in 1959 
and donated to the diocese of St. 
Anselmo. The diocese commis-
sioned the refurbishing and 
expansion of the same. A team of 
experts (Architect Enzo Donzelli-
ni - design and colours -, Venan-
zio Spoladori & Rafffaele Murari 
professional applicators & deco-
rators) geared the project to 
guarantee an aesthetically plea-
sing result.

The attentive planning of the 
territory implements strict regula-
tions regarding the protection and 
preservation of natural beauty 
spots. The “colour analysis” 
played an important role; the 
whole project represents an inno-
vative experimental process 
which considers waterways as an 
environmentally friendly opportu-
nity.

Per l’intervento realizzato �  
sul deposito di granaglie presso 

il Porto di Mantova-Valdaro sono state 
selezionate cinque gradazioni di colore, 

dal blu all’azzurro, per un e�etto 
di progressiva fusione con l’orizzonte.
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Enzo Donzellini  Architect - 
The nursery school was expan-
ded by creating a semi-circular 
structure in the garden. The large 
windows favoured a bright 
environment. Colours were 
employed according to the objec-
tive involved; the construction in 
the fluvial port required a low 
environmental impact and had to 
fit in. The objective of the colours 
chosen for the nursery school
was to stimulate the pupils creati-
vity so bright colours such as 
yellow, red, orange and geome-
trical designs in different shades 
were a valid contribution.Quality 
products always enhance the 
designer colours. In our case, the 
expertise of the artisans was 
another important element. 
Venanzio Spoladori & Raffaele 
Murari of “Bottega Scuola” 
guaranteed the desired results.

Venanzio Spoladori & Raffaele 
Murari – Professional applica-
tors - “We found this challenge 
extremely rewarding. We have a 
very strong sense of responsibili-
ty which is reflected in our work. 
The technicalities involved in the 
two projects did not cause us any 
problems. The grain deposit in 
the port of Mantua is an enor-
mous structure, four of us worked 
on creating the “shades”. We 
employed Ard Fill on the cement 
substrate followed by Siliard 
Paint in various shades of blue. 
Siliard Primer and Siliard Fill 
were employed on the exterior 
pillars of the nursery school. 
Idropaint (washable emulsion 
paint) was utilised for the interior, 
particularly suitable as it offers an 
optimum dirt/stain resistance. 
Our reliable retailer Hobby 
Colorshop (Porto Mantovano) 
executed our orders in no time 
and the products were realized 
on the Ard 16Colours tinting 
system.
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A �anco,  
la struttura 

semicircolare 
della scuola 

materna 
Gianfranco 

Farinelli decorata 
con colori vivaci 
per sottolineare 
la componente 

ludica e giocosa 
dell’asilo.
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